Regular Meeting of Bethesda Village Council

November 13, 2024
Mayor Robert Flanagan called the meeting to order, Bob also led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call

Present: Mayor Robert Flanagan, Jay Van Horn, Ruth Saffell, Jordan Castello, Colby Rinehart, Carol Merritt, Fiscal Officer Ricky Burkhead, Administrator Dirk Davis, Solicitor Michael Shaheen
Absent: Zach Gaston
Guest(s)

Chuck Little, Cindy Foose, Rod Miller, Jeanette Lucas, Chris Hunt, Calvin Logsdon, Dave Wines, Theresa Starr 
Reports

The Fiscal Officer E-Mailed Fund Status, Cash Summary by Fund, Fund Ledger, Payroll, Receipt Register & YTD Appropriation status reports to Council Members, Administrator, Fire Chief & Mayor. Carol Merritt made a motion to approve the October meeting minutes, seconded by Ruth Saffell, Ruth Saffell - Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes.
Regular Council Meeting Minutes
Theresa Starr stated that she is having issues with a sewer small coming from the drains in her basement.  She stated this has been happening on and off for years.  Dirk stated that the public works employees have looked at it multiple times and the basement drains are not supposed to be tied into the sewer system but they are.  Dirk is going to look into the issue and look at a clapper valve for the drain.

Jeanette Lucas complained about the property across from her turning into a parking lot.  

Solicitor Michael Shaheen stated that he has spent a great deal of time trying to track down EQT and they are now coming for a meeting on December 10th at 4:30.  Mr. Shaheen stated that we should know more about this after the meeting.  Mr. Shaheen stated that he has a person who is attempting to serve the remaining people with Pike’s Paving.  

Fiscal Officer Rick Burkhead discussed investing $1,250,000 in STAR Ohio as it is currently around 5% interest.  Rick stated that we would have 24 hour accessibility if we ever had to get to it.  Carol Merritt made a motion to make this investment, seconded by Ruth Saffell, Ruth Saffell - Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes.  Rick asked if council wishes to give Riesbeck Gift Cards and hams to the employees again this year for Christmas.  Jay Van Horn made a motion to approve the gift cards and hams, seconded by Colby Rinehart, Ruth Saffell - Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes. Rick stated that the EMS department would like to enter into a contract with EMS Public Consulting Group who fights for providers to get more insurance payments from Medicare and Medicaid for EMS runs.  Ruth Saffell made a motion to approve this contract, seconded by Carol Merritt, Ruth Saffell - Yes, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes. Rick stated that we are waiting on electricity and internet to be installed for the new time clocks. 

Administrator Dirk Davis presented his monthly report:

· The railroad bed is now ditched and we are waiting on the township to help lay down the stone.
· The Virginia and Chestnut Street drainage project is complete.

· The four-way stop is now done and we are going to move the portable stop signs closer to the intersection.

· The drainage project on Front Street is also complete and Dirk will report costs at the next meeting.

· Dave had an accident in the F150 that needs to be repaired.  This was turned over to the insurance.

· New tires were installed on the F150 for $855.

· We need to look at replacing the lines on Chestnut Street.  Dirk stated that he would like to do from Virginia to the top of the hill and the estimate is between $41,000 and $46,000.  Colby Rinehart made a motion to proceed, seconded by Carol Merritt, Ruth Saffell - Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes.

· Colby asked about the sewer plant generator.  Dirk said we are waiting on Diperna Electric and we need to have Dave install a fuel tank that is in the garage.

Mayor Bob Flanagan thanked all veterans who have served.  Bob stated that he gave a speech at Forrest Hills for Veteran’s Day.  Bob stated that there was several in mayors court recently.  Bob commended the public works crew for all of their hard we with the drainage projects. 

Fire Chief Chris Hunt stated that there were 50 calls, 19 transports and four fires.  Jay Van Horn stated that at the fire meeting they voted to move Dustin into the assistant chief position.  Jay stated that the department would like to promote Devan Vogelgesang to EMS Captain.  Carol Merritt made a motion to approve this, seconded by Ruth Saffell, Ruth Saffell - Yes, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes.

Calvin Logsdon stated that the department responded to one assault, one alarm, 21 business checks, 40 citations and 49 traffic stops.  We assisted the Sheriff’s Office six times.  Christmas with the cops is scheduled for December 15th. Mr. Shaheen stated that he would donate to kids with cops again this year. 
Jordan stated that we need to discuss the Christmas Parade and contact the band and choir.  We hope to do it Dec 7th.  

Motion to pay bills by Jordan Castello, 2nd by Jay Van Horn with a unanimous vote.

Motion to adjourn by Jordan Castello, 2nd by Colby Rinehart, with a unanimous vote.

The next meeting will be Wednesday December 11th, 2024 at 6:30 P.M.
___________________________________      __________________________________

   Mayor Bob Flanagan
 
         Fiscal Officer Ricky W. Burkhead Jr.
